
BEAVER MEADOWS BOROUGH
COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING
March 2nd, 2026
The Beaver Meadows Borough Council held a general meeting on Monday, March 2nd, 2026, at 6:30 PM in the Council Chambers of the Beaver Meadows Borough Building. After the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, the following Council members answered roll call, taken by Secretary Laura Coppersmith: Council President B.J. Cryder, Vice President Michael Baran, Justin Malega, Barb Brandon, P.J. Sateach, Dydyna Tranguch. Solicitor Robert Yurchak and Mayor Michael Gerhard were also present. Bill Curilla was absent.
Councilor Baran made the motion to dispense the reading of the minutes from the February 2nd general meeting. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes. Except Councilor Tranguch (absent at prior meeting).
Councilor Baran made a motion to accept the minutes. Second by Councilor Tranguch. Roll Call: All Yes.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Personnel matter was discussed from 6:34 PM to 6:48 PM.
COMMUNICATIONS   NA
COMMITTEE REPORTS
ENGINEERING: 
 Dear Members of Council: 
The following services have been provided by our firm: 
WWTP NPDES Permit – WQBELs Compliance 
Benesch completed the WQBELs sampling plan in February and will review with the Borough wastewater treatment plant operator in March for concurrence.  Once approved, the wastewater treatment plant operator will coordinate the sampling efforts with Hawk Mountain Labs.  The sampling costs will be sent to the Borough by Hawk Mountain Labs like the current sampling that is being done. 
PADEP Service Line Inventory (No Updates) 
It is our understanding that the Borough is continuing home and system service inspections for the PADEP service line inventory. 
Sewer Ordinance/Amendment (No Updates) 
We are on hold until the Borough can provide the requested existing sewer information. 
Memorial Park Pavilion Project 
Benesch has revisited the Pavillion and Memorial Park DCED projects internally and will reach out to the Borough to discuss the scope of work and next steps moving forward.  We will provide a proposal to prepare bid packages for both projects. 
CFA Small Water and Sewer Grant Award 
As noted last month, the Borough was recently awarded funding in the amount of $284,622.00 on 1/20/26 by the CFA for the previously submitted water and sewer utility improvements project grant application.  Please provide us with the awarded contract when received from the CFA.  We can then provide a proposal for the engineering efforts to the Borough to get started. 
PADEP Chapter 94 Report 
We have prepared the Chapter 94 (Annual Waste Load Management) Report on behalf of the Borough and will submit it for approval to PADEP before the end of March deadline.  A copy will be provided to the Borough for signature.  Our effort to complete this work is the same as last year. 

Sincerely, 
Michael A. Cera, 
P.E. Group Manager

STREETS: Councilor Cryder reported that street sweeping will be in May and do we need to decide dates now or next meeting. The options will be weekends of May 9th or the 16th. The snow removal invoice totaled $30,665. Due to the state of emergency declaration, a portion may be paid from Liquid Fuels.
President Cryder made a recommendation to split invoice evenly out of General, Money Market and Liquid Fuels accounts.
Councilor Baran made a motion to pay the invoice equally from the General, Money Market, and Liquid Fuels accounts ($10,221.66 each). Seconded by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes.
POLICE: Officer Shelak reported that 244 miles were accumulated on the Ford patrol vehicle during the reporting period. A total of 19 tickets were issued, along with 1 non-traffic citation.
Calls for service were reported as follows:
· 1 Mental health
· 1 EMS 
· 1 Trespass
· 1 Found Property
· 1 911 Hang up
· 1 Civil Issue 
· 1 Domestic
Councilor Baran made a motion to approve giving Officer Rhonda Shelak the Chiefs pay until Chief Kotwasinski comes back from military leave, then she will go back to her regular pay. She will assume his responsibilities until his return. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes.
SANITATION: Council President Cryder reported that J.P. Mascaro & Sons will be delivering 200 additional cans for residents that ask for a second can and as of right now there have been no complaints concerning garbage. 
BUILDINGS: Councilor Malega reported that Auto Glass Shop will be installing the police lock on Wednesday.
WATER & SEWER: President Baran reported that past-due water accounts totaling $5,998 are currently more than 90 days delinquent. Mary will begin issuing shut-off notices to the affected account holders. 

PARKS & RECREATION: 
Councilor Brandon reported that the recreation department discussed the 250th anniversary that will be held on June 28th. The next meeting will be held next Monday at Harmony Hall to continue the discussion on the event. The community yard sale will be held on May 30th. 

ZONING: Councilor Sateach presented his report, 1 UCC permit issued, 7 QOL violations. 19 Third Street was in court on 2/23/2026 and was found guilty of all violations, the amount to be paid to the borough is $1,100. 
. 
CCCOG: Councilor Cryder had nothing to report that there was not anything major happening this month. They are looking at possible donations to local libraries in Carbon County.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 	
NA

NEW BUSINESS:

FINANCIAL REPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk212651368]General Checking 							$113,263.45
Garbage Checking 							$144,009.53
Sewer Checking 							$251,538.82
Water Checking 							$71,257.37
Liquid Fuels Checking 							$7,073.24
Police Dept. Checking 							$2,446.24
Recreation Checking 							$55.67
General MMA Checking 						$29,340.94
Harmony Hall								$1,642.70
Councilor Baran made a motion to approve 911 address for 65–67 Beaver Street (Owner: Joey Katchur). Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes.

Councilor Baran made a motion to approve 911 address for 90-92 New Street (Owners: Matilde Coplin Dishmey De Espinal & Raphael Espinal Trinidad). Second by Councilor Malega. Roll Call: All Yes.
Councilor Baran made a motion to ratify the 2026 Tax Resolution. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes. 

Councilor Sateach made a motion to approve advertising the Short-Term Rental Ordinance. Second by Councilor Baran. Roll Call: All Yes.

Councilor Brandon made a motion to approve forming a police committee that will meet once a month. President Cryder appointed Councilor Sateach to the police committee. 
Members will be Mayor Gerhard, Chief Kotwasinski, and Councilor P.J. Sateach. Second by Councilor Baran. Roll Call: All Yes.

Councilor Baran made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes.

Councilor Malega made a motion to approve the bills and salaries. Second by Councilor Baran. Roll Call: All Yes. 

Councilor Brandon made a motion to approve the receipts. Second by Councilor Malega. Roll Call: All Yes.

CITIZENS COMMENTS
· Bill Hines inquired about FEMA assistance for snow removal. President Cryder confirmed the Borough does not qualify.
· Bill Hines commended Wanick Construction for snow removal efforts.
· President Cryder discussed displaying a historic WWI photo donated by William L. Bechtel and family; Harmony Hall was suggested.
· Dave Budda thanked Marty for repairing a large pothole.
· Meg Baran reported a vehicle incident involving Airbnb guests at 56 New Street.

Council President Cryder made a motion to adjourn until the next meeting to be held on April 6th, 2026, at 6:30pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Coppersmith
Borough Secretary
