
BEAVER MEADOWS BOROUGH
COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING
February 2nd, 2026
The Beaver Meadows Borough Council held a general meeting on Monday, February 2nd, 2026, at 6:30 PM in the Council Chambers of the Beaver Meadows Borough Building. After the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, the following Council members answered roll call, taken by Secretary Laura Coppersmith: Council President B.J. Cryder, Vice President Michael Baran, Justin Malega, Barb Brandon, P.J. Sateach. Solicitor Robert Yurchak and Mayor Michael Gerhard were also present. Bill Curilla and Dydyna Tranguch were absent.
Councilor Baran made the motion to dispense the reading of the minutes from the January 5th reorganizational meeting. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes. 
Councilor Baran made a motion to accept the minutes. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Personnel matter 6:32 p.m. – 6:56 p.m.
COMMUNICATIONS   Council President Cryder read the following letter from Packer Township:
Dear Borough Leadership, 
On behalf of the residents of Packer Township, we would like to extend our sincere gratitude for your generous donation of the use of the Borough Bucket Truck to assist with the removal of our Hometown Hero banners. Your willingness to support our community in this way made the process safer, more efficient, and more cost effective for our Township. 
These banners mean a great deal to our residents as they honor the service and sacrifice for of our local heroes. Your contribution ensured that they were handled with respect and care they deserve, and it is greatly appreciated. 
Thank you again for your partnership and generosity. We look forward to working together in the future. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
ENGINEERING: 
 Dear Members of Council: 
The following services have been provided by our firm: 
WWTP NPDES Permit – WQBELs Compliance 
Benesch continued to work on the WQBELs sampling plan in January and will provide progress updates to the Borough. 
PADEP Service Line Inventory (No Updates) 
It is our understanding that the Borough is continuing home and system service inspections for the PADEP service line inventory. 
Sewer Ordinance/Amendment (No Updates) 
We are on hold until the Borough can provide the requested existing sewer information. 
Memorial Park Pavilion Project 
Benesch has revisited the Pavillion and Memorial Park DCED projects internally and will reach out to the Borough to discuss the scope of work and next steps moving forward. We will provide a proposal to prepare bid packages for both projects. 
CFA Small Water and Sewer Grant Award 
Congratulations! The Borough was recently awarded funding in the amount of $284,622.00 on 1/20/26 by the CFA for the previously submitted water and sewer utility improvements project grant application. We will discuss the next steps in more detail with the Borough. 

Sincerely, 
Michael A. Cera, P.E. 
Group Manager

STREETS: Councilor Cryder reported that several individuals have approached the Borough expressing interest in serving as plow drivers and were advised to complete and submit an employment application for consideration. He further requested that residents complete official complaint forms when reporting concerns, in order to maintain proper documentation, establish a record of recurring issues, and ensure that consistently missed areas can be identified and appropriately addressed.

POLICE: Lieutenant Kotwasinski reported that 219 miles were accumulated on the Ford patrol vehicle during the reporting period. A total of 63 traffic citations were issued, along with 1 non-traffic citation and 2 zoning violation notices. There was 1 criminal arrest.
Calls for service were reported as follows:
· 1 Theft
· 1 Assault
· 1 Defiant Trespass
· 1 Assist to Another Police Department
· 2 Suspicious Persons
· 1 Harassment
· 1 Fraud
· 1 Domestic
· 1 Access Device Fraud
· 1 Criminal Investigation
· 3 EMS Assists
· 1 Child Pornography Investigation
SANITATION: Council President Cryder reported that services with J.P. Mascaro & Sons are proceeding without issue. Secretary Laura Coppersmith requested 200 additional refuse containers to accommodate residents who may need a second can.
BUILDINGS: The following invoices were presented for consideration: Auto Glass Shop in the amount of $1,735.00; Franks Lock Service in the amount of $1,267.50; and High Mountain Hardware in the amount of $1,973.98. Councilor Malega reported that he is in the process of obtaining quotes for the replacement of the gutters and roof.
Councilor Baran made a motion to approve Auto Glass Shop in the amount of $1,735.00 for the installation of a keyless entry system at the police station. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes.
WATER & SEWER: President Baran reported that past-due water accounts totaling $2,933.00 are currently more than 90 days delinquent. Mary will begin issuing shut-off notices to the affected account holders. Councilors Cryder and Baran further reported that a water leak located on Hickory Street and a possible leak on Penrose Street were addressed as emergency repairs by Wanick Construction.

PARKS & RECREATION: 
Councilor Brandon reported that she would like to invite everyone to Harmony for the Recreation Group meeting to talk about the 250th celebration that will be held on June 28th, 2026.

ZONING: Councilor Sateach presented his report, noting that 1 UCC permit was issued and 3 Quality of Life violations were cited during the reporting period.
Councilor Sateach further advised that he would like the Zoning Officer to monitor sidewalks for lack of snow removal and to issue Quality of Life violations to property owners who have failed to properly shovel.
. 
CCCOG: Councilor Cryder had nothing to report. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 	
Councilor Baran Made a motion to approve the police department’s policy and procedures. Second by Councilor Sateach. Roll Call: All Yes.

NEW BUSINESS:

FINANCIAL REPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk212651368]General Checking 							$129,311.76
Garbage Checking 							$142,350.31
Sewer Checking 							$254,158.35
Water Checking 							$85,610.20
Liquid Fuels Checking 							$7,656.29
Police Dept. Checking 							$2,445.74
Recreation Checking 							$55.66
General MMA Checking 						$28,731.98
Harmony Hall								$1,742.32
Councilor Sateach made a motion to approve Lieutenant Kotwasinski’s promotion as chief with a dollar an hour raise. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes.

Councilor Baran made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes.

Councilor Baran made a motion to approve the bills and salaries. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes. 

Councilor Baran made a motion to approve the receipts. Second by Councilor Malega. Roll Call: All Yes.

CITIZENS COMMENTS
· Dave Budda commented on the excellent cleanup efforts performed by Wanick Construction following the recent significant snowstorm and expressed appreciation for the work completed.
· 
Council President Cryder made a motion to adjourn until the next meeting to be held on March 2nd, 2026, at 6:30pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Coppersmith
Borough Secretary
