
BEAVER MEADOWS BOROUGH
COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING
August 3rd, 2026
The Beaver Meadows Borough Council held a general meeting on Monday, August 3rd, 2026, at 6:30 PM in the Council Chambers of the Beaver Meadows Borough Building. After the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, the following Council members answered roll call, taken by Secretary Laura Coppersmith: Vice President Michael Baran, Justin Malega, Dydyna Tranguch, Barb Brandon, Josh Daniels. Solicitor Robert Yurchak and Mayor Michael Gerhard were also present. P.J. Sateach was absent.
Councilor Baran made the motion to dispense the reading of the minutes from the July 6th general meeting. Second by Councilor Malega. Roll Call: All Yes. Except Councilor Tranguch who abstained she was absent. 
Councilor Baran made a motion to accept the minutes. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Personnel matter 6:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
COMMUNICATIONS   
President Cryder read the following communications:
Resignation letter from Mary Rayno resigning from Zoning Hearing Board and Officer Michael Melvin resigning from the department. 
Decision letter notifying Alyssa Pourmonir of the decision from the short-term rental appeal 7/20/2026.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
ENGINEERING: 
Dear Members of Council:  
The following services have been provided by our firm: 
WWTP NPDES Permit – WQBELs Compliance  
Benesch completed the WQBELs sampling plan in February and reviewed the plan with the Borough wastewater treatment plant operator in March. Benesch coordinated with the wastewater treatment plant operator to coordinate and initiate additional sampling efforts with Hawk Mountain Labs for July through November. The sampling costs will be sent to the Borough by Hawk Mountain Labs like the current sampling that is being done. 
PADEP Service Line Inventory (No Updates) 
It is our understanding that the Borough is continuing home and system service inspections for the PADEP service line inventory. 
Sewer Ordinance/Amendment (No updates) 
The Borough is in the process of gathering and providing the requested information and has received answers to all but two (2) of the remaining questions. Once all the information is received, we can then coordinate with the Borough on next steps.  


Memorial Park Pavilion Project 
The Memorial Park Pavilion Project is underway. The contractor is expected to mobilize soon and begin construction. We have coordinated with the funding agency and Mr. Cryder on project specifics, as needed. 
CFA Small Water and Sewer Grant Award (No Updates) 
As previously noted, the Borough was recently awarded funding in the amount of $284,622.00 on 1/20/26 by the CFA for the previously submitted water and sewer utility improvements project grant application. Following the completion of the Memorial Park Pavilion Project, we will issue a proposal for engineering services. 
Sincerely, 
Craig A. Pezak, P.G., P.E., V.M.A. 
Project Manager
Michael A. Cera, P.E.
Branch Manager

STREETS: President Cryder reported that he got a price from Wanick Construction for the scratch and overlay on Poplar St. and 100 feet on Oak St. 
Councilor Malega made a motion to approve the $8,500 for the paving on Poplar St and Oak St. Second by Councilor Daniels. Roll Call: All Yes. 
POLICE: Chief Kotwasinski reported the following:
The calls for service were as follows:
1 Domestic
1 Threat Call
1 Harassment 
2 Pfa’s
1 Ordinance Violation
Chief also reported he has done the following:
· Contacted 7th Level for maintenance on LPR. They will be showing up tomorrow to fix it. (Issue with it not properly scanning license plates) 
· 7Th Level will also look at our cruiser computers tomorrow to see if they are able to handle the new ticket printing system as is, or if they need to be updated etc.
· Contacted YCG for them to calibrate the measuring wheel for us to paint new speed lines throughout the Borough. We will send it out asap. 
· After this is calibrated, new speed lines will be placed throughout the Borough for traffic shifts. 
· I am signing up our officers for the county task force.
· I reached out for an update on our LSA Statewide Grant I submitted for the new digital radios. I was told everything looked good, so hopefully we will hear back soon on that. 
Mayor Gerhard advised of the 1st annual fund raiser dinner for the police department.
SANITATION: Councilor Daniels had nothing to report. 
BUILDINGS: Councilor Malega reported that he has a quote coming in for the stucco on the side of the borough building. He also stated that he is looking at getting grants to help repair the building.
WATER & SEWER: President Baran reported that past-due water accounts totaling $1,300 are currently more than 90 days delinquent. Mary will begin issuing shut off notices to the affected account holders. He also reported that we will have to raise the water rates by 65% due to Hazleton Water having raised their rates. Also raising the shut-off fees from $70 to $150.

Councilor Baran made a motion to approve the water rate increase from $23.50 to $38.78, and the water shut off fees to be raised from $70 to $150. Roll Call: All Yes. Except President Cryder was NO for the 65% water rate increase.

PARKS & RECREATION: 
Councilor Brandon reported that one week ago had a concern about the bricks at the park being vandalized. She also reported that Marty is getting the mulch in as quickly as possible. She reported there are 2 more concerts in the park. 
President Cryder reported that the slide will be ordered 8/4 and Katchur Landscaping will be finishing the mulch by the end of the week. 

ZONING: President Cryder presented the report as follows: 
	Advanced Code Consultants Report - Beaver Meadows Borough
6/26/2026 to 7/25/2026

	Total NOVs Sent
	4

	Total Citations Filed
	0

	Total Zoning Permits Approved
	3

	Total UCC Permits Approved
	6

	Total QOL Tickets Issued
	10


 
CCCOG: President Cryder had nothing to report. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 	
NA

NEW BUSINESS:
Councilor Baran made a motion to adopt amending the Short-Term Rental ordinance to add that the LCR district (Light Commercial Residential) as an approved district short term rental. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes. Except Councilor Daniels who abstained he was not present. 
Councilor Baran made a motion to adopt the E-Bike ordinance. Second by Councilor Malega. Roll Call: All Yes. 
FINANCIAL REPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk212651368]General Checking 							$159,943.67
Garbage Checking 							$171,624.62
Sewer Checking 							$256,447.04
Water Checking 							$61,025.28
Liquid Fuels Checking 							$17,169.11
Police Dept. Checking 							$2,188.86
Recreation Checking 							$55.72
General MMA Checking 						$18,459.17
Harmony Hall								$2,744.88
Councilor Baran made a motion to accept Mary Rayno’s resignation from the Zoning Hearing Board. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes

Councilor Baran made a motion to accept Officer Mike Melvin's resignation letter. Second by Councilor Malega. Roll Call: All Yes 

Councilor Baran made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report. Second by Councilor Brandon. Roll Call: All Yes. 
Councilor Baran made a motion to approve the bills and salaries. Second by Councilor Tranguch. Roll Call: All Yes. 
Councilor Brandon made a motion to approve the receipts. Second by Councilor Malega. Roll Call: All Yes. 
CITIZENS COMMENTS
· Mary Rayno asked about the water shut off fees for clarification.
· Marlene Leonard wanted clarification about Wanick Construction and whether it was the lowest bid. President Cryder advised they would be the lowest and it is below the threshold and does not have to get bids or quotes.
· Dave Budda asked about the homestead exemption for the water rate increase. Councilor Baran advised it basically benefits the Hazleton residents. President Cryder stated he watched the meeting and he summed it up that 34% is being used for infrastructure and the other 30 to 31% is going to the city and to give their residents the homestead exemption. 

Council President Cryder made a motion to adjourn until the next meeting to be held on September 8th, 2026, at 6:30pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Coppersmith
Borough Secretary

